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CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 
Monday, January 26, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
Andover Central Park Lodge 

Minutes 
 

 
Members present: 
Mayor Ben Lawrence, City Council Members Caroline Hale, Clark Nelson, Sheri Geisler, Byron 
Stout IV, and Troy Tabor.  Council Member Kris Estes was absent. 
 
Others in attendance: 
Interim City Administrator Jennifer McCausland, Director of Public Works and Community 
Development Les Mangus, City Clerk Susan Renner, Chief Financial Officer Donna Davis, and Fire 
Chief Chad Russell.   
 
Guests: n/a 
 
Mayor Ben Lawrence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Ben Lawrence requested item D.  Butler County EMS building lease be moved to the first 
item of discussion. 
 
Butler County EMS Building lease with Andover Fire Department 
 
Jennifer McCausland explained the contract as included in the packet is at the Butler County 
administration office for review by their Commission.  If there are no objections to the terms in the 
contract by our Council or by the County Commission the City and County Attorneys will put their 
final approval on it and hopefully present the agreement in final form for consideration at the 
February 10, 2015 Council meeting.   
 
The Council had no issues with the lease as presented. 
 
Economic development land acquisition 
 
Mayor Ben Lawrence stated he had been approached by a business currently located in Wichita in 
need of 250,000 sq.ft. of warehouse space and employs approximately 100 people.  They are 
requesting the City to purchase land, they would build the building with City issued bonds, and they 
are requesting a ten year 100% tax abatement.  After ten years the City would own not just the 
property but the building as well.   
 
Mayor Ben Lawrence asked the Council if they felt the proposition was good for the community. 
 
After much discussion it was determined the Council would not be interested in a project such as 
this at this time.  Mayor Lawrence will contact the company owner and Ms. McCausland will contact 
the realtors who had done property research. 
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Sales tax communication plan 
 
Ms. McCausland provided an outline of when and where information was to be provided i.e. 
Council Members attending meetings, collateral to be posted on the website and sent out in utility 
bills, Alert Andover messages, frequently asked questions, etc.  Ms. McCausland handed out a news 
release and proposed questions to post on the City’s website Community Voice section. 
 
The Council concurred the news release could be immediately released but determined they did not 
want to utilize the Community Voice.   
 
Ms. McCausland confirmed a public meeting will be held at City Hall on Thursday, March 26 at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Historical Society facility 
 
The Council discussed an informal request by the Historical Society to build an addition to their 
current location at 937 N. Andover Road; the property is owned by the City.  Also discussed was the 
society’s request to move the Gilmore house which is located on Main Street to behind the building 
at their current location.   
 
The Council concurred the expansion of the current building was not viable and that more research 
and thought was needed regarding the moving of the Gilmore house.  The possibility of moving 
some of their items to a portion of the library, the area that was the coffee shop was suggested, 
which would allow for the rotation of items and bringing exposure and creating interest with the 
citizens. 
 
Staff will speak to the library regarding this idea. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Clark Nelson, seconded by Council Member Sheri Geisler 
at 8:30 p.m. to adjourn.  Motion carried 5/0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Susan Renner 
City Clerk 
 

Approved this 10th day of February, 2015, by the City Council, City of Andover, Kansas. 
 


